Check against delivery

Statement by H.E. Archbishop Cedestino Migliore
Apostolic Nuncio
Permanent Observer of the Holy See

Economic and Social Council
41% session of the Commission on Population and Development

On Item 3
World population monitoring, focusing on population distribution,
urbanization, internal migration and development

New York, 9 April 2008



Mr. Chairman,

This session of the Commission on Population anee@@ment comes
at this historic juncture when, for the first tinmehistory, the number of
urban inhabitants will surpass the number of pedipleg in rural areas.
This session therefore calls on us to reflect asm phenomenon and take
stock of the opportunities and challenges thadliead.

The urbanization of world populations provides nepportunities for
economic growth. With access to higher wages attigbgocial services
such as education, health, transportation, commatioits, safe water
supplies and sanitation, migrants from rural toamrlsettings are more
likely to advance their personal and social develept.

When addressing the issues of migration and dewetoh we must
place the needs and concerns of peoples firstinglditce human person at
the service of economic or environmental considmnat creates the
inhuman effect of treating people as objects ratlfen subjects.
Migration and the urbanization of societies shaubtl be purely measured
in terms of their economic impact. In finding wagsaddress the serious
challenges posed by massive internal and transratrigrations, let us
not forget that at the heart of this phenomenahaeshuman person. Thus
we must also address the reasons why people mioeesaicrifices they
make, the anguish and the hopes that accompanyamsgrMigration
often places great strain on migrants, as theyeldshind families and
friends, socio-cultural and spiritual networks.

As the Secretary General’s report rightly illustisatwhile urbanization
has created better opportunities for individualsl dheir families, the
move from agricultural settings to urban centersoatreate myriad
challenges. Indeed, new environmental, social asmh@mic problems
emerge with the birth of mega cities. But one @ thost pressing and
painful consequences of rapid urbanization is ti@easing number of
people living in urban slums. As recently as 2008rd40 million people
around the world lived in such conditions. Lackingalmost everything,
these individuals can lose their sense of selffwarid inherent dignity.
They become trapped in a vicious cycle of extrenmvepy and
marginalization. They squat on state or other pEspbroperties. They



feel powerless to demand even the most basic pséfigces. Children are
not in schools, but in waste dumpsites eking dutiag from scavenging.

Policy makers and civil society actors must putséh@eople and their
concerns among the priorities in their decision-imgk

While urbanization provides a net growth in terms ezonomic
development, we must not lose sight of the dauntimajlenges that rural
communities face, particularly those in developoogintries. If we are to
achieve the MDGs by 2015, greater concern must ibengto those
communities, in which approximately 675 millionliskack access to safe
drinking water and two billion live without access basic sanitation.
National and international policies would do wedl énsure that rural
communities have access to higher quality and nameessible social
services.

Mr. Chairman,

For its part, the Holy See and its institutions a@mcommitted to
addressing the concerns of all migrants and tarfjnevays to collaborate
with all, in order to ensure a proper balance betwine just concerns of
state and those of individual human beings. Helpmgrants meet their
basic needs does not only aid their transition belp keep families
together. It is also a positive way to encouragetto become productive,
responsible, law-abiding and contributors to thenewmn good of the
society.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



